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NIH Is .Given $4 Million 
For,Study It Didn't Seek 
the Congressional appropria- by the makers of Atromid-S- this point an unanswered 
tion Process for medical re- the .4yerst Laboratories d id-  question. "I make no claim." 
search is somctimes carried sion of the American Home he said, 
out. I t  also depicts the influ- products cow. 
ence exerted on NIH appropri- 
~ ~ ~ ~ r , b " i ~ ~ f ~ p i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  romidd for sale earlier this meincr then unveiled his 
AIichael E. de Bakey and ).ear Dr. m r m o r s b n  and Dr. proposai for the special Atro- 
others dedicated to generous de Bakey conferred in Britain mid4  project. The partici. 
outlays hiomcdical re. T t h  doctors who investigated pants would number 1 6 , O O b  : thcre. search. almost twice as many as arc A key datc in the story was Important Roles planned for the Institute's 
last April 27, when t h e  Scn- 
ate Appropriations health second Of the re- five.drug study. Of the 16.000. 
subcommittce, headed by Hill, was J o h n  M. half would be women; no 
met to  hear the fiscal 1968 z ~ ~ ~ ~ r . a , s , ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  women are in the Cooperative 
budget requests of NIH. Drug Study. Half the women 

A key witness was Dr. Don- signs 'Iinica1 experiments. and half the men would be 
sld S. Frederickson, director The third Was Dr. Louis R. persons who hade never had 
of the National Heart Institute KraSno. Since h'ovcmber. 19@& heart attacks - would Atro- - part of the  NIH research he has been testing Atr0mid-S m i d 4  prevcnt them? Other 
family. Frederickson men- with 1200 male employes Of participants would be studied 
tioned an already established United Air Lines in Sari Fran- t o  see if the drug would prc- 
study being conducted at  the cisco who have suffered heart vent a second or  a third hcart 
Heart Institute on fivc cor- attacks. They were matched attack. 
onary drugs - including Atro. against an e w a l  ~ ~ I n h c r  of In an interview latcr, Hill 
mid-S. comparable Patients who were made it elcar tha( tile 
NO one at  thc hearing not given the drug. posal impressed him. At thc 

questioned Frederickson's as- The three Californians and hearing, he asked no qucs. 
surance that the broad study. Dr. de Bakey* who has been tions about thc soundness of 
known as the Cooperative mentioned as a posslhle t h e experimental d e  s i g 11 
D~~~ Study was  progressing cessor to Dr. James A. Shan- 
s m o o ~ l y , v  ko one so much as non as head of the National (which is questioned in 
hinted ata need for a separate Institutes. all had important Heart institute)' about the roles in a second- Senate cost eslimatcs (which are con- 
project t o  test Atromid-S. 

study is ex. .\ppropriations subcommittce ~ ~ a P b c , Z : ~ ~ y i ~ t ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
petted to cost UP to $40 mil- hearing last June 6. 
lion ib ten.year life. The They appeared a s  citizen. 
nc,vly proposed special inquiry witncsses-a concept adopted I No NIH Reaction 
into Atromid-S woUld be $48.6 ?bout l5 years at the urg Nor did Hill cheek to src 
million over a Iivc-ycar period. In6 of Laskcr. She saw I t  what reaction the lieart Insti. 

as a that win lute might have. This ciicitcd 

After the FDA approved s4t. S W l a l  Project 

The 

Had Been Considered 
hctually the Heart Institute Institutcs than Congress would interviews with D,., de 

had considcrcd a sci)aratc At- grant if only their officials who had testified that 
his fcllow citizen-witnesscs r0mid.S projcct. But tllc cost could appcar. 

and incIficiency of such a The list of citizcn-wilncsscs were before the 
study. Hcart lnstitutc officials is prcparcd by Mike Gorman, committee  particularly , . , 
"pro" argument that thc  drug liolial Committee A g a i n s  t lieart Institute u and Dr, 
had unusual promise bccausc m n k l  Illness and a seIf.de.  armorst st on a i d  
i t  might produce icwcr and scrihcd "ovcr.al1 hird.dog" for They assunled, tlley later 
less scrious sidc-cficcts than Hill. But, he told a reporter, said, that ~ ~ S o m c o n c ~ ~  
other cholesterol - iowcrins he mcmly passes along the list have known about the propos. 
drugs. ' of citizen-witnesscs for thc yet tile Institute's director, 

Underlying all of this wcre Heart Institute; the actual Dr. Frederickson did not kno\\, 
still - unanswered queslioils sclcction is made hY Dr. de what was proposed until lone 

aftcnvard, when a transcript about lowered blood cholcs- Bakey. 
tcrol levels and the Prevention Shared Friendship of the closed hcaring was puh- 
of coronary disease. lishcd. 

5titut.e about requesting a cian Weiner, who was pro- said that chccks with t i e  In. 
large appropriation for an posed by Dr. Marmorston i n  stitutes arc made "sometimes." 
iffy special projcct on Atro- LOS AWeles. Dr. de  Bakey's Thc clerk of his hppropria. 
mid.S was not shared by three approval was assured. He and tions health subcommittce, 
rcsearchcrs i n  CaliCornia. Dr. Marmorston shared a be- Herman E. Downcy. was blunt. 

l i C i  that Atromid-S had ex- cr. qlbst of tliis stuff that 
traordinary promisc. Thcy also we do, wc don't consult with Close FriendshiP 

kIarmorston, a ChiCal Profcs- trust of Mrs. Laskcr. Sen. Hill Following tile June 6 hcar- 
.?or of medicine a t  the Univcr- and the latc Rcp. John E. Fo. ing, Hill .rccommcndcd a rc- 
sity o l  California. who ac. party (D.R.I.), Hill's counter- duccd starter appropriation of 
knowlcdged that She has de- part in the House, $4 million lor the Atr0mid.S 
vclopcd close friendship with Hill was the only Senator project. He said it was a p  
Scn. Hill and R h .  Lasker present to hear Dr. de  Bakey, proved without opposition by 
growing opt of their Fommon Dr. Krasno, Wciner and two the subcammittec, the full 
Interest in biomedical re. other citizen-witnesses for the committee and the Senate. 
search. She said in a n  inter. Heart Institute. When the original commit. 
vicw that sile has Probably re- Dr. de Bakey led off with tee "print" of the approprla. 
ccived more Heart Institute an impassioned plea lor more tions bill was published. how. 
funds than any other single research funds. Each year, he ever, i t  made no  reference to 
investigator. 

Dr. Marmorston has Per- case causes the deaths of more Downey said that the $4 mil. 
formed cxtensivc research On than 1 million Americans. lion secd-money item was 
I'rcmarin. a drug tha: \Vas also Thc idea of a separate Atro. "omitted by me by inadvcr- 
included in  the Institute's CO- mid-S was broached by Dr. tcnce." In  any casc, Hill said, 
operative Drug Study. Krasno. he wanted thc item in the hill 
work on PrCmarin was criti- He said his studies with the - and it was included in the 
cizcd in a il,Iarch, 1961 issue drug, which have not been Iinal committec rcport puh- 
a[ thc Wcdicai LCtter. a lead. published, showed three times lishcd 24 hours latcr, on Aug. 
ing drug-rcvicw publication for as many hcart attacks in prc. 1. 
doctors. I t  dcscribcd a s  "(IuCS. vious victims who did not re- \.\'ilclhcr thc $4 n,illion--n; 
lionabic" puhlishcd claims by ceive the drug as in those who anything - actually will hc 
Dr. illarmorston of Prcmarin's did. But hc cautioned that appropriatcd for Atromid-S is 
lilc.prolonging qualities in whelhcr Atromid-S PrCVCntS uncertain. One reason is that  
heart attack victims. heart attacks-"the most i n -  with thc dcalh of R ~ ~ .  rogarty 

Prcmarin is manufactured portant consideration"-is at  the H~~~~ ~4ppr0priationj 
health subcommittee 11 a s  
shown signs o i  taking a morc 
critical look at  funding of the 
Sational Inslitutcs. 

1ar:cr appropriations for the reactions of surprise ill 

concluded, outweighcd the csccutive director o l  the Na. on bchal[ National 

The restraint felt  in the In. One selection was statisti- Akked about all this 

One of thcsc was Dr. JCSsic shared the friendship and NIH," he said. 

emphasized, cardiovascular dis. the Atromid-S projcct. 


